[Retrospective study of cancer in the tonsillar area].
Between 1975 and 1991, 64 patients with locoregional tonsilar carcinoma were treated by surgery and postoperative radiotherapy. Follow-up was continued for a minimum of 5 years. Patients were classified according to the UICC 1987/AJCC 1988 criteria. The histological stage was stage I in 5 patients, stage II in 7 patients, stage III in 17 patients, and stage IV in 27 patients. The 5 year overall survival was 33%. The prognosis was significantly worse in stage III or IV than in stage I or II (26% vs 67% respectively, p < 0.02).